
Any time you see 
this logo, whether 
on food or cosmetic 
products, you can 
be assured the 
product contains a 
minimum of 95% certified organic ingredients, 
with all remaining ingredients naturally sourced  
and derived. 
ACO certified cosmetics are accepted by most 
major trading countries without any additional 
requirements including EU, US and Asian countries.
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Examples of BFA Approved products include wa-
ter, salt, cosmetic products made up of primarily 
mineral-based ingredients, cleaning products 
made up of 100% natural ingredients and cos-
metics raw materials. BFA Approved Products 
may not claim to be “organic”, however organic 
ingredients can be specified under the composi-

tion panel on the label.

For more information  
feel free to contact us

WWW.ACO.NET.AU
ACO-Your guarantee of organic integrity

Ph: (07) 3350 5706 • F: (07) 3350 5996
E: info@aco.net.au

WWW.WHYORGANIC.COM.AU
BFA-The voice of Australian organics since 1987

Ph: (07) 3350 5716 • F: (07) 3350 5996
E: info@bfa.com.au
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What are  
Australian  
Certified  
Organic  

cosmetics?

BFA Approved  
Products

What are  
Australian Certified  
Organic cosmetics? 

Australian Certified Organic cosmetics and skincare products 
contain more than 95% certified organic ingredients. The re-
maining small percentage (maximum 5%) of non-organic ingre-
dients must be natural ingredients validated by ACO for using in 

organic cosmetics.

Choosing ‘certified organic’  
cosmetics carefully

Choosing organic cosmetics is not always easy if you don’t 
know what you are looking for. There are a number of organic 
certifiers world-wide and each one certifies cosmetic products 
to a different set of standards. Some permit just 10% organic 
ingredients, while others demand a high level, up to 95%. Dif-
ferent amounts of organic ingredients allowed under different 
standards means some cosmetic products may not match con-

sumers’ organic expectations. 
Consumers choosing products that are certified ‘Australian 
Certified Organic’ (ACO) have every assurance. The standards 
which ACO certifies to are recognised as some of the most 

stringent organic standards for cosmetics internationally.



Q What exactly does it mean when a cosmetic  
 product is ‘Australian Certified Organic’?

A Australian Certified Organic in accordance with the Australian 
Certified Organic Standard (ACOS 2010) means the organic 

cosmetic product contains a minimum 95% of organic ingredients 
excluding water and salt, with up to 5% natural ingredients/additives. 
The Australian Organic Standard is the only national standard in the 
world that specifically covers organic cosmetics. 

Consumers need to be very careful when choosing organic cosmetic 
products, as ‘certified organic’ claims on these products can vary. For 
example, some private European standards allow a product to claim 
“certified organic” even when the product may contain just 10% organic 
ingredients, and some chemicals not allowed under the ACOS 2010 e.g. 
potential carcinogens.

Unfortunately, there is no regulation in Australia to stop such 
products coming into Australia, hence consumers may come across 
“certified organic” skin care products which don’t meet the high level of 
organic certification criteria of Australian certified products.

Q Why should consumers care  
 about organic?

A  Researchers have identified more than 10,500 industrial  
 chemicals used as cosmetic ingredients, including carcinogens, 

pesticides, reproductive toxicants, endocrine disruptors, plasticisers, 
degreasers and surfactants. Those synthetic chemicals can have a 
negative effect on skin (contact dermatitis), or can be persistent and 
bioaccumulative and when absorbed through the skin, ultimately lead 
to various health problems. Moreover, chemicals in cosmetics that we 
rinse off can contaminate our water and aquatic ecosystems.
Cosmetics products are made to last for a long time as well as withstand 

various environmental 
and storage conditions 
through the use of 
strong chemicals. While 
the quantity of any 
particular chemical 
linked to health and 
environmental hazards 
is in most cases very 
small, those small 
doses add up daily and 
exposure to derived 
health risk increases. 
These chemicals can be 

avoided by choosing Australian Certified Organic products.
In addition, Australian Certified Organic products are not 

tested on animals and certified organic ingredients have been 
produced through approved methods that integrate cultural, 
biological, and mechanical practices that foster cycling of 
resources, promote ecological balance, and conserve biodiversity. 
Synthetic fertilisers, sewage sludge, irradiation, and genetic 
engineering may not be used.

So, choosing certified organic products means not only caring 
about your body and health, but also caring about animal 
welfare and the environment.

Q For those who wish to purchase products that  
 are genuinely organic, what do they need  

 to look for? How can they tell if ‘organic’ claims  
 are legitimate?

A Consumers always need to look in the first instance  
for an organic certification logo issued by a third party 

organization! 
They also need to take a look at the back label and see 

if organic ingredients are properly identified and in what 
percentage. Since it is difficult for consumers to discern what 
are natural or synthetic ingredients, finding a trustworthy 
standard requires an amount of research usually not 
undertaken by the average consumer.

Don’t look any further. The Australian Certified Organic (ACO) 
logo is the most popular logo in Australia and is your guarantee  
of products which meet high quality organic standards.

Q Are people waking up to the benefits of organic  
 products - or is there still a long way to go?

A Organic food standards have taken around 20 years to 
arrive at where they are today.

Since there are various private organic cosmetic standards 
in the world and they are all very different, consumers do still 
need to be educated on what to look for to make sure they get 
what they are paying for.

While choosing Australian Certified Organic is the best 
guarantee for buying products you can trust, choosing any 
certified organic product (including those with overseas organic 
logos) is still better than choosing an organic 
product without any certification logo!

AN INTERVIEW WITH: 
ACO’s Jorge  
Larranaga

Did you know natural  
& organic is the fastest  
growing sector within  

the cosmetics industry?
Natural and organic cosmetics sales are approaching 
US$10 billion worldwide, but the growth expectations 
are higher. The market researchers expect sales of over 
6.3 billion US$ in Europe in the next five years, 5.8 bil-
lion US$ in the USA and 14.8 billion US$ in the Asian 
markets. Evidence of the stability of the natural cos-
metics sector is also provided by the growth achieved 
during the economic crisis in 2009 – 13% in Asia, 
9% in Europe and 8% in the USA. In Europe, spend-
ing on certified natural cosmetics has increased  
by almost 50% since 2006, a trend followed closely by 

consumers worldwide.
The Australian Certified Organic Standard, to which 

products which carry the ‘Australian Certified Organic’ 
logo are certified to, has rapidly gained wide recognition 
and consumer acceptance in Australia and abroad for its 

stringent definition of organic cosmetics.
ACO cosmetics products are becoming increasingly 

popular in markets where consumers are concerned 
about where ingredients are sourced.

Visit www.whyorganic.com.au  
for more organic information

Savvy shoppers can also look for natural alterna-
tive by seeking products which are ‘made with 
certified organic ingredients’. While these prod-
ucts cannot be certified organic under ACO stand-
ards they contain a minimum of 70% certified 
organic ingredients and the remaining ingredients 
are natural raw materials verified by ACO.

Made with 
certified  
organic 
ingredients
(more than 70%, 
 less than 95% 
 organic ingredients)


